
 

 

 

Casella  Journal 
Vo l u m e  5  

0 5 - 0 9  M a r c h  2 0 1 8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing 

Inter & Trans-Curricular Skills 

for the 21
st  

Century 
 

 

 
 

1 

 

    Istituto Comprensivo Salvatore Casella 



The Italian meeting 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Its signification has been to spread between pupils the feeling of trust in their knowledges in different 

situations, to increase school’s training efficiency and to help pupils understand studying importance. 

 

Impression of visiting Italy and Sicily 

All roads lead to Rome, but some of them end on Sicily☺☺☺ 

For all of us it was the first visit to Italy, so we had been really excited planning the journey. Of course, 

we went sightseeing in Rome and it was a bit crazy as we were rushing most of the time, trying to visit as 

many famous landmarks as possible. Having arrived in Rome late in the afternoon, we began with the 

Trevi Fountain, where the obligatory photo session was taken. Then we rushed up the Spanish Steps and 

were wandering along beautiful streets of Rome until we reached Piazza di Popolo. The next day we 

visited St Peter’s Basilica (at 7 am!) and then we spent nice two hours in a huge queue to the Vatican 
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Trans-curricular Olympiad  has been a transcurricular 

teaching contest that has been implemented before the 

italian meeting. It started with a preparing stage during 

which each scool provided a selection of math, physics, 

chemistry, biology, language and communication items. 

The outcome of this action was a common test that had 

been administered to students during the italian meeting. 

This stage involved the preparation of trans-curricular 

teaching materials in order to value pupil’s knowledge. It 

also involved the development of common strategies to 

add value to trans-curricular teaching techniques at 

regional level by organizing a contest. Teachers agreed 

using preliminary study which trans-curricular topic 

chosen are developed.  

level by organizing a contest.Teachers agreed using 

preliminary study which trans-curricular topic chosen  are 

developed.  

 

For pupils the Trans-curricular Olympiad has been a 

chance to experience new ways of learning integrated 

in a general complex plan with pupils from other 

countries. The purpose of this actions has been: 

 to create a context for regional and international 

cooperation regarding trans and inter curricular 

skills 

 to create an early link between school and daily life 

challenges for the future adults 

 to implement new teaching methods and materials 

that encourage trans and inter curriculars skills 

 to increase school european dimension by 

promoting closer relationships among student, 

teachers, families and other people related to school 

from different countries with different culture and 

languages. 

 

 

 

 



Museum But it was definitely worth the waiting! 

We were really happy to have met our Greek 

friends at the Vatican Museums. What a 

coincidence! In such a crowded place we were 

able to spot Eleni and Sofia (without any 

planning of it). That’s how Erasmus works! 

Although our stay in Rome was very short, we 

also managed to admire Piazza Navona, Campo 

di Fiori, the Collosseum and the ancient Rome 

site, San Pietro in Vincoli and Bocca della 

Verità. On Sunday afternoon we headed for 

Fiumicino Airport where we took our flight to 

Catania. We were surprised to see a bus driver 

waiting for us at Catania airport (thanks for great planning and perfect organisation, Gresi). The next 

surprise was our apartment in Trecastagni – so comfortable and clean with a wonderful view. But the 

biggest surprise was an incredibly warm Italian (or Sicilian?) welcome at school in Pedara. We were truly 

impressed and moved by the concert of Italian songs and traditional dances show and by the marvellous 

performance telling the legend of the origins of Sicily. Congratulations on such talented students! After 

the feast of art, another feast awaited us, namely the lavish lunch prepared by the parents. The second day 

in Pedara was a bit stressful both for our students (taking part in the competition) and for the teachers 

supposed to grade the tests. It wasn’t so bad, after all. Our students were really happy to receive the prize 

and we were proud of them. We liked Pedara schools a lot. The teachers and the students were so friendly 

and helpful.  

 
 

We had lots of fun. Of course, we appreciate the trips organized during our stay on Sicily. Palermo was 

amazing, especially Palazzo dei Normanni, Teatro Massimo and Palermo Cathedral. The trip to Catania 

was also unforgettable. Apart from visiting the university and learning a lot about the history of the city 

(especially about the role of St Agatha), we had opportunità to do the shopping on the famous fish 

market, which was a great . Another marvellous place was Taormina with its picturesque narrow streets 

and breathtaking views. Despite being a bit overwhelmed with all the information provided by our guide 

(the real master of masters in his profession), we managed to understand how unique Sicilian art and 

architecture were. We will remember for ever what makes Sicilian baroque different from the European 

one. Last but not least – Etna, which has been shaping the Sicilians’ life for ages. We got the opportunity  
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We admired the skills presented by the girls guided by 

Rosalba. Their projects on robotics were amazing and the 

team seemed to be very creative. We were also impressed 

with Giovanna’s classes on programming. The kids were 

very clever and they taught us a lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



to admire the top of the volcano so many times, from various sides. We got becharmed by it. Although 

our guide emphasised that Etna was “a good volcano”, we admire you, who have been living under the 

volcano for so many centuries. Undoubtedly, you are very brave and stubborn people who never give 

up… 

PS Italian and Sicilian cuisine was also delicious. Thanks for all the lunches and dinners you arranged for 

us. We could experience the variety of excellent food and we have brought some to Poland. Now the 

spices, wine, pasta and cheese can remind us how wonderful Italy tastes! 

 

It was the best trip in my life... 

On the 2nd March we took a plane to Rome.The flight was short. Having left the luggage at the hotel, we 

went sightseeing. At first we went to see Di Trevi Fountain. The fountain was huge, majestic and 

beautiful. We took many photos of it. Next we climbed the Spanish Steps where we could see a 

wonderful landscape of Rome. We also visited Piazza di Popolo where there were a lot of people 

supporting different political parties before the Parliament elections. Next day we went to Vatican. There 

we could walk around St. Peter's Square and see St. Peter's Basilica. The basilica was gorgeous. After 

queuing in a huge line we finally entered the Vatican Museum. There we could see (and take photos of) 

many sculptures and paintings.  
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The most important part of the museum was the Sistine Chapel. 

The Chapel was incredible. After that we went to the Angel's 

Castle and we went over the Angel's Bridge to Piazza Navona and 

Campo di Fiori. Next day went sightseeing to the Coloseum, 

Palatin and Forum Romanum. All of them were beautiful 

examples of the ancient architecture. In the evening we took off to 

Sicily. Then we (I and my friend Kuba) met our host families. 

They were very kind and nice. On Monday we went to the school. 

We observed some lessons. After that we went to the Town Hall 

to meet the Mayor and the town council. This day we ate delicious 

lunch prepared by Italian parents. During the lunch we met 

students from other countries and talked with them. We also went 

to the Lava Museum and to the Puppet's Museum.On Tuesday we 

took part in the Olimpic Games. Then we ate lunch and saw 

transdisciplinary performances and experiments. 

 

Anna Gębska 

w Zagnańsk, Poland 

 



On Wednesday we went on one - day trip to Palermo. We had opportunity to visit the Sicilian Parliament 

and the main Cathedral. We had some free time to buy souvenirs. On Thursday we went to Catania. 

During the trip to Catania we stopped by the seaside to take some beautiful photos. The view was 

amazing. In Catania we went to see Black's Elephant square. After that we went shopping. In the evening 

we went to the restaurant for dinner. The meeting was organised by host families for Kuba Mróz, me and 

Turkish friends of us. It was my birthday and my host family surprised me - they brought me a cake and 

sang Italian Happy Birthday. I was really surprised and moved. On Friday we went to Etna. There we 

could see a wonderful view. Next we went to Taormina - one of the most beautiful cities in Italy. It was 

the last day of our trip to Italy.We are so grateful for the opportunity to take part in the project. We met 

kind and warm people, saw beautiful places and ate delicious food. Erasmus+ is incredible. It was the best 

trip in our life. 

Kuba Matla  

from Zagnańsk, Poland 
 

 
 

convinced that a lot of stereotypes about different cultures are not true. Erasmus has got one more 

advantage because on Sicily we had trips to integrate better with other students and by the way we visited 

some important Sicilian places. We visited Palermo, Catania, Etna and a beautiful Town of Taormina. I 

think that Erasmus+ is very useful and it can really help to estabilish new relationships with new, 

interesting and friendly people. 
 

Kuba Mróz 

from Zagnańsk, Poland 
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For me Erasmus+ project was a really great thing. Thanks to 

this project I was able to improve my English skills and I 

learned a lot about diffrent countries and cultures. While taking 

part in this project I became more confident and open-minded. 

At the beginning I felt bit uncomfortable about living with 

completely strange people of diffrent nationality and culture but 

later I understood that it is a great thing and a wonderful 

opportunity to learn a lot of things about Italy. When we arrived 

in Sicily I met my Italian family and I saw that they are really 

friendly and hospitable. They told me a lot about their country, 

culture, and traditions. I have really good memories of those 

days. At this project I met many people from different countries. 

It helped me to get a lot of interesting information and now I am 
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Letters from Romania 

I have fallen in love with Sicily…not only because it breaths Greek mythology through all 

its pores and stones… but also because of its stunning Mediterranean landscapes, architectural 

masterpieces and, of course, fantastic cuisine with the unique flavours of pizza, gelato, granita, 

arancino and pistachio specialties.  

Obviously, I need to admit that I enjoyed every moment spent on the shores of the Ionian 

Sea though time in Sicily was intensely diluted due to our dedicated Italian host Istituto 

Comprensivo Salvatore Casella. Everything from the artistic moments and scientific program 

(particularly the insight into their amazing robotics course and lego-based transdiciplinary 

learning activities) to the Olympic Games was meticulously planned so that we were fully 

immersed into the project’s topic. Generosity, warmth, friendliness, collaboration are just a few 

tags to label the attitude of both parents and school staff fully involved and committed to ensure 

the best Sicilian experience for both pupils and teachers. The sparkle of enthusiasm and sheer 

happiness, the tears of joy from our pupils’ eyes all these witness the unbelievably strong ties 

with the host families and their foreign peers. I must confess that I learned a lot from our guided 

 
Massimo Teatro, the unforgettable Palatine Chapel and the Norman Palace (Palazzo dei 

Normanni) with its unique Arab-Norman-Byzantine style. According to our guide, the former 

seat of royalty during the Norman domination, now the residence of the Sicilian Parliament and a 

Unesco World Heritage site, is an outstanding emblem of multicultural collaboration, a vivid 

proof dating from the 12
th

 century to witness the possibility of harmonious coexistence between 

these three major antagonistic religious traditions. I’m confident I will keep, deep within my soul 

 

tours either through the vibrant streets of 

Palermo, the ancient capital of Sicily and a 

real cultural melting pot, or through the 

lovely Acireale with its well-known Museo 

dei Pupi (Puppet Museum), the picturesque 

Taormina with its breathtaking scenic 

landscapes, charming location and 

archaeological heritage. . I was really 

inspired by the rich history of Palermo, with 

its Norman cathedrals or Baroque churches, 

by the impressive acoustics of  

 

 

where time’s corrosive acid cannot alter 

these invaluable memories, a tiny bit of 

sunny Sicily, and of course, something 

from the vibrant spirit of its inhabitants, 

from their vitality and hardworking 

determination in front of the capricious 

face of nature… After all, I am still 

puzzled by the passionate and strange way 

they cherish and love their “mother Etna”, 

(sometimes interpreted through 

mythological lens as Medusa, the mystical 

symbol of the Island found on almost every 

trinket and souvenir) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab-Norman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_architecture
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choosing to stay on the island despite being under the constant unpredictable threat of sitting at a 

stone’s throw from the highest active volcano in Europe… There is something incredible in their 

power to look at life, in their gratitude and contagious pozitive energy…and every time I browse 

my photo gallery I childishly feel like in a roller coaster ride through indelible memories, 

nostalgic thoughts and enchanted experiences. 

Thank you, sunny Sicily!   Thank you, “Erasmus+”! 

Armanda Stroia, “Avram Iancu” Gymnasium, Dej, Romania 
 

My Sicily 

Enchanting places, Beautiful faces 

Mythology at its home, Architecture like in Rome 

Baroque and Pupi Siciliano 

Locals dressed like we're in Milano 

"Mother" Etna is the star 

You can see it while sitting in a car 

Extraordinary cuisine, Aci Trezza and Taormina 

Mama Angela is the queen 

Perfect places for every signorina 

It was hard to go home and leave it 

But we'll return one day, believe me! 

Honestly speaking, it was one of the best weeks 

of my life! Sicily has G O R G E O U S places: 

Palermo, Catania, Pedara, Taormina, Acireale, to mention just a few. All of them had such 

beautiful baroque architecture and our guide loved to tell us so many interesting things about 

those places. We also went to a museum of Sicilian puppets "Pupi Siciliani" where we learnt how 

to play with them and what made them special. To our surprise Greek mythology was a big part 

of Sicily: Aci and Galatea's love story, the Cyclope and Mount Etna who was represented by the 

Medusa. What’s more, the fact that locals called the volcano "Mother Etna" showed us the strong 

bond between them. I really admire Sicilians’ bravery and courage to defy the implacable nature 

if we think that they built their houses near the volcano despite the risk of erupting anytime and 

no fear was showing in their eyes when they talked about that subject. 

  

 

Since the volcano on their island is the 

highest in Europe there was no souvenir 

shop that didn't sell something related to 

Etna. The place is absolutely 

breathtaking and the people are 

incredible! I think our family was the 

indest, nicest and the most generous host 

there could be. They definitely made our 

stay 10 times better. As far as the 

Sicilian cuisine, I must admit it is 

scrumptious. We usually ate croissants 

for breakfast and believe me, it was like 

they were taken from heaven. Of course, 



Mama Angela baked them. Also her pasta made my taste buds tingle...they were that good! And how can 

I forget about their most iconic ingredient: pistachio, found on pizza, pasta and even cakes! Arancini was 

another local treat. It was made of rice, sauce and meat in a tear shape covered in breadcrumbs. 

DELICIOUS! 

 
 

"Goodbye" because I’m confident we will definitely meet again.  

So... "See you soon, Sicily!" 

Thank you, Erasmus+! 

Oana Repede, 

”Avram Iancu” Gymnasium, Dej, Romania 

My Sicilian journey 

Sicily has become one of my favourite places on Earth since our Erasmus+ project and I could give a 

thousand reasons why I’ve fallen for the mesmerizing island of Sun. From the first day, from the very 

moment we arrived at Catania’s airport I could feel the fresh Mediterranean air as if it was calling for me, 

welcoming us to the island. Even though it was a long trip, somehow I had managed to gain positive 

energy for the rest of the evening before meeting my host family. Honestly speaking, Sicilian people are 

the most hospitable people I’ve ever met. I will never forget the wide welcoming smile on their face, the 

sincere sparkle of friendship and enthusiasm from their eyes and the way they made me feel like home. At 

some point, spending our evenings until late together with my host sisters gave me that sense of 

togetherness, of special bonds of love and trust you can only find them within the heart of a true family. I 

love them so much and I’m thankful for the amazing time spent together. I must confess I was burning 
 

 

8 

Overall, despite the stunning beauty 

of the island, the people we shared 

the experience made it even better! 

We made so many friends during 

that unforgettable week… all the 

other foreign colleagues were so 

friendly and kind. We established 

such a strong bond with our 

international friends and especially 

with the host family that on the last 

day everyone cried tears of joy and 

sadness: I am so happy I met you but 

I am so sad to leave you. That's why 

we said "See you soon!" instead of 

with impatience for the Transdisciplinary Olympic 

Games, the main topic being the water. I really enjoyed 

doing the tasks and it felt like a true competition with 

myself. I can never forget the award ceremony, 

especially the moment when I found out I got the first 

prize. For a few moments, I was shocked and confused, 

but then a great feeling of joy took over my soul. It was a 

special moment when I was aware that all my hard work 

was being paid off. Another special thing to mention was 

the fact that it was on a volcano, but somehow I wasn’t 



bothered by the idea that it could erupt anytime. Locals told me they’ve learnt to live in harmony with 

Mother Etna, they’ve learnt to embrace the potential danger and be thankful for the opportunity to have 

their homes only 20 minutes by car from the highest active volcano in Europe. The historical cities caught 

my attention as well. Amazingly, I could delight my sight with a glamourous mix of architectural styles, 

with Taormina’s narrow streets full of art and artists sitting on the stairs and painting. Talking about food, 

their local dishes made my taste buds feeling like on cloud nine. Needless to say that pistachio flavoured 

food and crumbly pastries got on top of my favourite food list.  

On our last day, we were blessed with hot weather on the seashore in Acitrezza… It was such a 

nostalgic and warm goodbye. Obviously, I would love to see Sicily again, I’m grateful for all the unique 

moments I’ve spent there, for the amazing international colleagues, for all the rays of sunshine, friendship 

and hope I took home with me from the sunny island, becoming full of Mount Etna’s positive energy. 

Thank you, Erasmus+!     Thank you, Sicilian friends! 

                                                                                                         Moţ Paula 

”Avram Iancu” Gymnasium, Dej, Romania 

   

 

Remembering a beautiful experience… 
This has been the first time that we both have participated in Erasmus+ Project and we were really 

looking forward to live this whole experience. It has been an awesome opportunity not only for our 

personal but also profesional development. At our arrival to Italy we realized the great amount of 

historical, cultural and geographical aspects we have in common. From the very beginning we felt like 

home. We had the chance to experience the innovative and motivating teaching methods as well as the 

great activities designed for us. This kind of educational initiatives enhance pupils skilss such as 

creativity, team work and content analysis. 

Furthermore, we visited lots of gorgeous places in Sicily that showed us the beauty of the country. 

Among all this landscapes, what we enjoyed the most was visiting Etna volcano, reaching its top and 

feeling the strenght and greatness of nature. Finally, we would like to thank Italian team for the wonderful 

hosting and to all the participants for making this an unforgettable experience. 

    Susana Salvador Orta  (Teacher ) 
 

María José Bosquet Pérez (Teacher) 
 

CEIP.San Luis (Almería, Spain) 
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The meeting before the last… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

different places of Pedara (five schools in one school!); 

Cettina taking us to our Festive Dinner;  

Lucia, understanding each other although both of us 

spoke our own languages; 

the friendliness, sincerity and hospitality of all the 

teachers, pupils and of course the hosting families  

(they were marvelous); 

                                 10 
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I’ll always remember the fridge in our 

apartment at Etna Royal View full for 

breakfast; the taste of black pizza we ate in 

the evening we arrived in Trecastagni with 

my Superior, Headmastress and Maths 

teacher Esra;  

the smell and touch of the black lava of 

Mother Etna stones, the sound of the wind 

blowing on 2000m, the feeling of affection 

and compassion of Mother Etna; 

 

 

By the 5th meeting we are really close friends now. We 

understand each other more easily. We cooperate and 

comminucate, share and empathize as it should be in a 

union.  

Before coming to Italy, We all knew that our precious, 

marvellous and unique Project was getting closer to the 

end. We were all very sensitive as if we’d never meet 

again, never see each other again. Even the pupils 

couldn’t avoid themselves crying. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

having espresso at a café for a small breather…I’ll never forget… I promise… 

the Quattro Aria we performed with Melita, Enzo, Fernando and me at the Teatro Massimo di 

Palermo; the shopping in Acireale and Catania and the supermarket ; the narrow streets of 

Taormina, the tastes of Canollo with Ricotto/ Canollo with creme and Cassata and Gelato; the 

amazing Headmaster, Fernando Rizza, managing ICT Casella successfully at five. 

 

 

Thank you Gresi, Valeria, Giovanna, Angela, Enzo, Rosalba, Gialuca, … 

     We are a big family… 

Bağcılar Mustafa Kemal Ortaokulu 

English Teacher, ASLI ALPOZ 

 

 

Italian journey  
Monday 5th March 
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The guests were welcomed by the Headmaster Fernando 

Rizza, by all the school staff and by a lot of students.  The 

class 3F greeted them welcoming all the guests in the various 

languages and with coloured themed flags. The morning 

continued in the multipurpose classroom with the 

Headmaster’s speech, the anthem of Europe performed by the 

musical Banda of our School and with numerous themed 

ballets curated by Miss M. Leone. 

Even the visit to the De Gasperi school complex was a real 

surprise because teachers paid careful attention to every 

details on reception and parents served a delicious and 

plentiful buffet-style lunch. In the afternoon there was the 

traditional and friendly welcome by the Mayor in the Town 

Hall, as by the baby Mayor and the Councillor for the 

Education as well, with a short debate included. The first day 

of the Meeting ended with a visit to the "Museo della Lava" 

and to the baroque town of Acireale.  

 



Tuesday 6th March 

  

 

 

 

 

           

Wednesday 7th March 
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During morning the "Olympic Games" were 

held. All the Erasmus Plus students were 

involved in a double test that included an 

English written production and the solution of 

mathematical problems. 

 

After the prizegiving ceremony for the winner 

students, our school organized various 

transdisciplinary events, such as: educational 

robotics, scientific experiments, ballets, and 

musical performances. Exhibition of Lapbooks 

about Erasmus, smart objects, pixel art and water 

activities. 

 

 

 

The third day was dedicated on visiting the 

city of Palermo and its main touristic sites to 

know and appreciate the multiculturalism on 

art. 

 



Thursday 8th March 

During morning Aci Castello town and the City of Catania were visited with attention to the Cathedral 

and to the historical centre. 

 
Friday 9th March 

The last day began with the excursion on Etna Volcano which is an almost compulsory stop for those 

coming to Sicily. The group reached a height of 1900 m above sea level where the CAI “Sapienza 

Refuge” is located and from where the group moved for an exciting visit to the "Silvestri craters", located 

on the south side of the volcano. The day continued with  

a visit to Taormina town and ended with the Festive Dinner. 
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Impression from Erasmus + meeting Sicily 

In march I went to Italy with my friends and teachers. The first part of our tour was a trip 

to Rome. Then we took a flight to Sicily to implement the Erasmus+ project. 

Each of us was staying there with a host family. Mine was very hearty and friendly to me 

and I had a great time with them. 

I accompanied them in school and at home. We were going together on a trips all around 

the Sicily, during which I saw a lot of amazing and interesting places and monuments. 

We also saw the Etna volcano. All of it was breath-taking. I tried local dishes which was a 

fantastic new experience. I made friends with other participants of the project. I learned 

from them about their countries and culture. The memories of them will stay in my mind 

for a long time. A part of the project was an international competition. I'm very proud of 

myself because I won the first prize. I'm glad I could visit this amazing country both with 

my best friends and the whole new people. 

 Ala  

student, ZS 10 Lublin, Poland 

 

At the beginning of the march we went to Italy. We started with a trip to Rome, and after 

that as a part of the project Erasmus+ we visited Sicily. There we stayed with Italian 

families that were very nice. My host family was very friendly and open-minded and I had 

a great connection with them. While staying there we tried local food and it was delicious. 

During our visit we had an opportunity to see how their lessons are like and a chance to 

watch a lot of dance performances prepared by the students of this school. The 

competition wasn't as hard as I expected. I've even won the third prize. 

We also visited various Sicilian cities, famous monuments and even the Etna volcano. I 

was really impressed.Thanks to this trip I learned many interesting things, I met a lot of 

nice people from different countries and made new friendships that I still keep. The whole 

tour was incredible and I'm so happy that I could take a part of it. 

Ania 

student, ZS 10 Lublin, Poland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the Erasmus+ project 

me and my friends had a chance 

to visit Sicily. But before that 

we went to Rome, which I 

enjoyed very much. During our 

stay on Sicily we lived with 

really nice host families that 

treated us with their hospitality 

and openness. They let us try 

the real homemade Italian food. 

It was a very pleasurable 

experience. We had an 

opportunity to see amazing 

cities of Sicily and get to know 

their culture and history. 
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We climbed the Mount Etna which is an active volcano, so it was exciting. I really liked the 

amazing weather and the sea that we saw. We could learn a lot about Italian culture from the 

touristic side but also from the daily life point of view. We took a part of their school lessons 

and watched dance performances prepared by them. 

I met some really cool people from different countries and thanks to this I learned about their 

cultures too. This trip brought a lot to my life and left very nice memories. 

Dorota 

student, ZS 10 Lublin, Poland 

  

Letters from Greece 

Our educational visit in Sicily was by any aspect almost perfectly organized and 

fulfilled our expectations. We would like to start with the most important thing of our project, 

the educational one. The first two days were really very interesting as we had the chance to 

see how creative the school of Pedara is. We liked a lot the dances and the drama 

performances because they were connected with the history of the topic society (ex. the drama 

about the volcano ). We enjoyed the robotic workshops for both classes, secondary and 

primary school, and we really appreciated the spare time that teachers and students spend for 

all this kind of extra activities. We liked being surrounded by students smiling and by teachers 

willing to help us in everything. All the above show that the school of Pedara follows an inter 

and trans curriculum school schedule and that students take a very active part in the whole 

school procedure. 
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Regarding the practical matters, the 

accommodation was really very good. 

The comfort and the facilities made us 

feel as if at our homes. Despite the short 

distance from the school in Pedara, thanks 

to our Italian colleagues, we found no 

difficulty in reaching our meeting points. 

The transportation was also well 

organized. The bus was punctual and 

continuously at our disposal. One of the 

things that we that we mostly enjoyed 

was the tours we made in Palermo, in 

Catania, at Etna and in Taormina. 



Of course, we wouldn’t benefit of it if we hadn’t our guide with us. He was so willing and consisting on 

transferring his knowledge, that we learnt and experienced a lot from him. We think that we’ll keep in 

mind all this information for a long time. A very good taste from Italy and from Sicily especially, we 

gained from the food. The restaurants that were chosen were very cozy, the dishes representative of the 

Italian cuisine, while we were very impressed from the lunch the parents had prepared for us. We are 

thankful to them. 

In general, the meeting in Pedara was very interesting and provoked our will to come back in future. 

We think there was a good balance between the educational part and the entertainment. We liked that 

even during our tours, we felt spiritually and culturally advanced. We must particularly thank the families 

that hosted our students in such a kind and protective way. The depicted sorrow on the students’ faces the 

day before saying goodbye, shows how close they came with each other. They became friends. But not 

only them. We, the teachers, feel like a big family as well. For another time, in Pedara, we know we share 

a lot. We are friends. This is perhaps the  most important benefit of such kind of projects, which supports 

teachers by giving them a strong feedback in their educational role. Thanks again! 

Eleni Papanikolaou 

5
th

 Lyceum Volos - Greece 

 

 

Thank you Erasmus!!!! 

 

The original spelling has been retained                                          ISSN-L 2559-0626 
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